Polish WWII Living History Group accepted uniform regulations

07/25/07
305 Squadron PAF 1944-1945 Uniform and Equipment Regulations

Written by:         Christopher Moore

Note:
Short descriptions of each item are included; however, it is in the interest of those wishing to pursue the PAF impression to consult with a knowledgeable PALHA member before purchasing anything. This will save time and money being wasted on buying incorrect kit that cannot be worn.

Grooming

Grooming should conform to period standards. In accordance with photos of members of the PAF, hair may be longer on top, but should still be off the ears and collar. Mustaches are not to be seen in the majority (if not all) period photos of PAF aircrew. Mustaches should not be worn if at all possible. Beards are strictly forbidden.
Uniforms
Officers

I.
Headwear

A.   Service Dress Cap – This visor cap is the standard headwear for officers, who

wore this cap extensively in both the field and for more formal occasions. The cap consists of a top made of blue/grey barathea wool matching the SD uniform. The visor is also covered with the same material. The cap has a black mohair band and a gold and silver bullion PAF officer’s badge attached to the front. A black patent leather chinstrap is held on by a black silk covered button on either side. Originals preferred because of lack of correct barathea material for reproductions. Badge will be a reproduction.

B.   Field Service Cap – This sidecap is not as formal as the SD cap, but may still 

be worn with both the Service Dress uniform and the War Service Dress Uniform. This cap was most commonly worn in the field. The cap should be made of blue/grey barathea wool and have two brass buttons at the front. The buttons may be either RAF or PAF pattern. The cap badge is at the left front and may be either the RAF officer’s sidecap badge or the standard Polish forces plain eagle mounted either right side up or on its side with the head towards the rear. Cap may be original or reproduction made of original material. Badge is either repro or original.
II.
War Service Dress (WSD) – This is the RAF version of army battledress (BD). The first version of this uniform was called Suits, Aircrew and is virtually identical. It was worn only as flight clothing, but by the time period we portray, these uniforms were worn as a work uniform. This means it could be worn on duty on the airfield, but not as a dress uniform or off base. The jacket is identical to army P37 BD, except with 3 pointed pocket flaps. The trousers have no map pocket and the dressing pocket is on the left side – internal with external flap for Suits Aircrew and pleated, external on War Service Dress. The material is the same blue/grey serge of the enlisted uniform. Since we portray a late-war squadron in the field, this is the primary uniform. Officer and enlisted versions are identical except for rank badges. Original wartime or approved reproductions are acceptable.

*Note: In many period photos of both the RAF and PAF, officers can be seen wearing SD trousers with the WSD blouse. This combination is acceptable for our purposes.

III.
Service Dress (SD) – This is the standard uniform for officers. It consists of the 4 pocket, belted tunic with matching pleated front trousers, without belt loops. The lower pockets are of the bellows type with a buttoned flap. The uniform is made of fine blue/grey barathea wool. Either wartime examples or properly converted post-war examples are acceptable. Post-war uniforms should also be of a material similar to wartime examples. Some more recent uniforms are made from synthetic materials and do not have the correct look. Currently there are no acceptable reproductions of this uniform. 

IV.
Shirt – The officer shirt is worn with both SD and WSD. It is made of woven blue and white cotton thread which gives the overall impression of a light blue color. Many variations in style are acceptable. It may have either a detachable or integral collar; French cuffs, or normal cuffs worn with buttons or cufflinks; half fronted or fully buttoning. Originals or matching modern dress shirts may be worn. An acceptable substitute with detachable collar was also worn by British emergency services until recently.

V.
Necktie – Plain black cotton necktie worn with both SD and WSD.

VI.
Socks – Black, dark blue or grey; wool or cotton.

VII.
Shoes – Black leather oxfords with a toe cap. Leather soles preferred. Some modern dress shoes are identical. Current RAF surplus are also acceptable, but they have rubber soles.

VIII.
Overcoat – The RAF Officer overcoat is fully belted, double-breasted and made of either fleece (early) or melton (later) wool. There are 10 large brass buttons in two rows on the front and 3 small brass buttons on each cuff. Buttons may be of either RAF or PAF pattern. Original wartime overcoats are the only available option. Post-war overcoats have a half-belt across the rear and are not acceptable.

IX.
Gloves – In cold weather or for dress, gloves are worn. For officers they are brown leather with a single button on the inside wrist.

X.
Scarves – Period silk or rayon scarves, while not officially permitted, may be worn with the overcoat only. They should not be worn with just the service dress jacket. Patterns should not be too gaudy - polka dots on a solid background being popular.

Enlisted
I.
Headwear

A.   Service Dress Cap – This visor cap was issued to Polish forces early in the 

war even though it was withdrawn from use by most airmen in the RAF. It is, therefore, acceptable for our use. The cap consists of a top made of blue/grey serge wool matching the SD uniform. The visor is plain black patent leather. The cap has a black mohair band and either the standard RAF airmen’s brass badge or either of the two patterns of PAF enlisted badge may be worn. A black patent leather chinstrap is held on by a brass RAF button on either side. Currently, only originals are available.

B.   Field Service Cap – This cap was worn more often than the SD cap by PAF 

enlisted personnel as the war went on, and should be the standard enlisted cap for our purposes. It is worn with both the Service Dress uniform and the War Service Dress Uniform. The cap is made of blue/grey serge wool and should have two brass buttons at the front. The buttons may be either RAF or PAF pattern. The cap badge is at the left front and may be either the brass RAF airman’s badge; the standard Polish forces plain eagle mounted either right side up or on its side with the head towards the rear; or either of the two patterns of PAF enlisted badge. Original or approved reproductions are acceptable.
II.
War Service Dress (WSD) – This is the RAF version of army battledress (BD). The first version of this uniform was called Suits, Aircrew and is virtually identical. It was worn only as flight clothing, but by the time period we portray, these uniforms were worn as a work uniform. This means it could be worn on duty on the airfield, but not as a dress uniform or off base. The jacket is identical to army P37 BD, except with 3 pointed pocket flaps. The trousers have no map pocket and the dressing pocket is on the left side – internal with flap for Suits Aircrew and pleated, external on War Service Dress. The material is the same blue/grey serge of the enlisted uniform. Since we portray a late-war squadron in the field, this is the primary uniform. Officer and enlisted versions are identical except for rank badges. Original wartime or approved reproductions are acceptable.

III.
Service Dress (SD) – This is the standard uniform for enlisted ranks (Flt Sgt and below). It consists of the 4 pocket, belted tunic with matching plain front trousers. The lower pockets of the tunic are internal with just the flap showing with no button. The uniform is made of rough blue/grey serge wool. Original wartime or immediate post-war uniforms with the correct serge wool are acceptable. More recent original uniforms are made from finer wool and cannot be worn. Acceptable reproductions were produced but are no longer being made.

IV.
Shirt – The enlisted shirt is worn with both SD and WSD. It is made of a heavier wool or cotton than the officers. It is a blue/grey color. It can have either a detachable or integral collar; half fronted or fully buttoning. Originals or approved reproductions are acceptable.

V.
Necktie – Plain black cotton necktie worn with both SD and WSD.

VI.
Socks – Black, dark blue or grey, wool or cotton.

VII.
Shoes – Standard enlisted footwear from the beginning of the war was black leather ankle (ammo) boots without toecaps. Later, boots were worn mostly for working and black oxfords with, or without, a toe cap were allowed to be worn by all other ranks. Leather soles are preferred for both boots and shoes. Some modern leather soled oxford dress shoes are acceptable. Current RAF surplus oxfords are also acceptable, but they have rubber soles.

VIII.
Overcoat – The RAF enlisted overcoat is double-breasted and made of the same serge wool as the uniform. There are 10 large brass buttons in two rows on the front. Buttons may be of either RAF or PAF pattern. Original wartime overcoats are the only available option. 

IX.
Gloves – In cold weather or for dress, gloves are worn. For enlisted personnel they are knitted blue/grey wool. Originals or approved reproductions.

X.
Jerkin – In cold weather a jerkin may be worn with working dress by ground crew. The jerkin should be leather (no synthetics) with either a green or blue blanket wool lining. Either British, or Belgian with British buttons, are acceptable. Buttons may be either plastic or brass SD buttons.

XI.
Rubber boots – In wet weather rubber Wellington boots may be worn with working dress by ground crew. Boots should be all black WWII pattern.

XII.
Comforts – Knitted blue/gray wool comforts, such as scarves, sweaters and balaclavas of the type provided by RAF Comforts Committees, may be worn in very cold weather.

Insignia
Shoulder Titles

All ranks should wear POLAND shoulder titles on their uniforms. Titles consist of an embroidered white or light blue thread “POLAND” on a blue/gray backing. For most uses a backing of serge wool is acceptable. Officers, however, MAY use titles with a barathea wool backing to match the SD uniform.

Rank Badges

After 1940, Poles wore both PAF and RAF rank badges on the Service Dress uniform. Only RAF rank was worn on the War Service Dress uniform. Original or approved reproduction badges are acceptable. Specifications for size and placement of rank badges are included in an appendix.

Officers

I.
PAF – Poles wore their rank on the shoulder straps. To show their rank on the RAF uniform, which did not have straps, a small badge in the shape of a shoulder strap was worn on the lapels. The badge had rank emblems embroidered in gold bullion on a backing of barathea wool matching the SD material. Rank was the same as for the army, as follows:



1 star – podpurucznik



2 stars – porucznik



3 stars – kapitan



2 bars, 1 star – major



2 bars, 2 stars – podpułkownik



2 bars, 3 stars - pułkownik

II.
RAF – British officer rank lace was black with a central light blue stripe. There were two widths. Rank lace was worn around both lower sleeves of the SD in the following combinations:



1 thin stripe – Pilot Officer



1 medium stripe – flying Officer



2 medium stripes – Flight Lieutenant



2 medium stripes with 1 thin stripe between them – Squadron Leader



3 medium stripes – Wing Commander



4 medium stripes – Group Captain
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